ADVANTAGES FOR TOWN PLANNING
integrity and ability, their ruthlessness in the suppression
of opposition, they constitute for the Mossoviet an organ of
incomparable power, both to keep the presidium in touch
with the feelings of the people and to expound to the people
the policy of the Mossoviet, and to persuade them to accept
it and support it.
But the Mossoviet has another, and almost equally
original, method of keeping in touch \vith public opinion.
There are literally thousands of members of the Mossoviet
and of the district Soviets, largely non-party members, who
are in close personal touch with every group in Moscow,
whose main duty it is to see that delays in justice and in
efficiency do not occur in the work of the Mossoviet,, and
that complaints are properly considered; as it was often put
to us, "to prevent bureaucracy." They also act as propa-
gandists among the people for the Mossoviet; they interpret
the Mossoviet to the people and the people to Mossoviet.
In short, the Mossoviet has an original and tremendously
powerful dual organization for contact with the populace
and for propaganda*
The Mossoviet has further advantages; Professor Jewkes
has dealt with their advantages in the matter of finance,
particularly the ready acceptance by the people of the heavy
burden of indirect taxation, and the non-existence of charges
for interest on capital.
But all the power of the Mossoviet would be of little
importance unless it had a definite purpose, a spirit of enter-
prise and determination. Here again, there is no doubt of
their dual purpose, the determination to "build socialism,5*
and to make Moscow the finest capital in the world. This
purpose permeates the whole of the members and officials
of the Mossoviet; their chief characteristic is perhaps con-
structive energy. They have no lawyer town clerk, whose
whole training is calculated to make him approach every
question from the point of view, "Is this legal? Is this within
our powers?" A lawyer's is the very worst possible training
for constructive drive and energy; to make the head official
a lawyer is a sure sign of a conservative civilization* The
whole attitude and outlookt of the leading officials of the
Mossoviet is one of energy and action.
This spirit of the Moscow civil service seems to me to
be of outstanding importance. By way of contrast, let us
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